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The effects of Rumensin® and two levels of energy prior to calving on 
reproductive performance in first calf heifers 
Abstract 
Heifers fed low energy diets gained less before calving, took longer from calving to first estrus, and 
dropped lighter calves. Their conception rates were lower and fewer showed estrus the first 20 days of 
breeding. Rumensin lengthened the time from calving to estrus with no effect on calf birth weight, milk 
production, or percentage of calves weaned. However, calves from heifers fed Rumensin gained faster. 
Long-term Rumensin feeding to heifers (from weaning through second breeding) increased weight gain 
and hastened puberty with no effect on reproductive performance. Rumensin-fed dams tended to wean 
heavier calves. 
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